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Program description
[bookmark: _GoBack]Georgia is a middle-income Eastern European country with a population of 3.7 million people. According to the nationwide serosurvey conducted by the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) with support of the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in 2015, seroprevalence of hepatitis C (HCV) in Georgia is 7.7% with 5.4% prevalence of active disease. Recognizing HCV burden as one of the main health problems in the country, Georgian government announced HCV as a priority and committed to eliminate the disease by 2020. 
In April 2015, Georgia launched the unprecedented Hepatitis C Elimination Program, initially focused on treating HCV-infected persons with severe liver disease using curative regimens based on new direct-acting antivirals (DAAs). Starting from June, 2016, inclusion criteria were removed and patients are able to enroll in the elimination program regardless their disease stage. All program beneficiaries receive regimens based on sofosbuvir and sofosbuvir/ledipasvir, provided free-of-charge by Gilead Sciences; Georgian government purchases additional medications (i.e., Pegylated interferon and ribavirin) and provides them at no cost to patients. Diagnostic procedures before and during treatment are co-funded by the government.
In order to streamline the long-term efforts towards elimination, Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia (MoLHSA) with NCDC and local experts, with support of CDC, WHO and other international partners, developed Hepatitis C Elimination Strategy for years 2016-2020. The strategy encompasses main objectives and activities essential for eliminating HCV by 2020, including awareness raising, prevention, screening, laboratory diagnostics, care and treatment, and surveillance. NCDC coordinates free HCV screening activities that are available in every region of the country.

Public health impact
From April 28, 2015 through December 31, 2016, more than 470 000 screening tests were conducted, 36 322 HCV RNA positive individuals registered in the program, 27 595 started treatment and 19 778 completed treatment. Among patients with complete SVR data, cure rate reached 79.5% in Sofosbuvir-based regimens and 98.2% in sofosbuvir/ledipasvir-based regimens.
HCV elimination became a flagship program for Georgian healthcare and public health. Activities within this program are aimed not only at reducing morbidity and mortality due to HCV, but also contribute to improving infection control and blood safety measures, establishing laboratory quality control system and reducing disease-related stigma and discrimination. 

Why is this program innovative?
The concept of disease elimination in Georgia is an ambitious but viable goal, given small size of population, experience with implementation of HIV prevention and control programs, strong political will and public support. The program is a unique example of public-private partnership for a comprehensive approach to a public health program. The public-private partnerships are twofold: first, between the Government of Georgia and Gilead Science and second between the Government of Georgia and the Georgian service providers, the vast majority of which are from the private sector.  Georgia has committed to the planning and capacity-building needed to implement this comprehensive public health program that has impact across various public health sectors, with the ultimate goal of eliminating the HCV burden. 

